______________________________________________________________________________

Searching NUcat for Music Materials 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

This handout provides hints for successful music related searches. For basic search information click the <HELP> button on the top right of the NUcat default screen.  Then selecting <Help Contents> will display the complete list of help topics, such as Printing and Saving Records, Course Reserve Search and Long View.

 There are three types of searches available in Nucat:  “Search”, “Guided Search” and “Course Reserve.” 


Guided Search provides boxes to build searches step-by-step.  

Example:   to find material about Verdi operas

1. In the "Search for" box, type verdi opera
2. From the drop-down box to the right, select the default all of these
3. In the "Search in" box, select Subject
4. Click on the <Search> button.

Example:   to find Hunter Davies’ book “Beatles”

1.  In the "Search for" box, type Beatles Hunter Davies
2.  From the drop-down box to the right, select the default all of these
3. In the "Search in" box, select the default Keyword Anywhere

4.  Click on the <Search> button.


Use limit features when searching for a particular format, such as printed music or sound recordings, or to specify the date, language, place of publication, etc. From the Guided Search screen click the <Choose More Limits> button on the lower right.  Do this before typing your search.

Example:  to find only recordings of Verdi’s opera “Aida”

1. From the Guided Search screen, click on the <Choose More Limits> button on the lower right.  The Select Search Limits screen appears.

2. From the “Type” drop-down box, select Musical Sound Recordings.

3. Click on the <Set Limits> button.  The Guided Search screen re-appears, with the                           new message across the top “Limits are in effect for…..”

4. In the “Search for” box, type verdi aida
5. From the drop-down box to the right, select the default all of these

6. In the “Search in” box, select the default Keyword Anywhere
7. Click on the <Search> button.

Note that now every search will be limited to Musical Sound Recordings, until the <Remove Limits> button is clicked.

It is possible to select more than one limit.  Simply highlight each on the Select Search Limits screen.

Example:  to find both scores and recordings of Copland’s “Old American Songs”

1. From the Guided Search screen, click on the <Choose More Limits> button.  The Select Search Limits screen appears.

2. From the “Type” drop-down box, select Printed Music and Musical Sound Recordings.
3. Click on the <Set Limits> button.  The Guided Search screen reappears.

4.  In the “Search for” box, type Old American Songs Copland
5.  From the drop-down box to the right, select the default all of these
6.  In the “Search in” box, select the default Keyword Anywhere
7.  Click on the <Search> button


Some types of searches may also be successful, and faster, using the default Search screen.  However, some searches may result in many “false hits”, or undesirable results.

Example:  to find only recordings of Verdi’s Aida

1. From the Search screen, in the “Search for” box, type verdi and aida
2. From the “Search in” drop-down box, select Keyword (use “and, or, not”)
3. From the “Limit to” drop-down box, select Sound Recordings, music
4. Click on the <Search> button
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