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Why was this artist
selected?

Robert Johnson was a revolutionary blues
figure. While he was largely unknown during
his life, he has posthumously been dubbed

"The King of the Delta Blues Singers" (2)
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Relationship with the
devil

"In the delta of the Mississippi River, where Robert
Johnson was born, they said that if an aspiring
bluesman waited by the side of a deserted country
crossroads in the dark of a moonless night, then Satan
himself might come and tune his quitar, sealing a pact
for the bluesman's soul and guaranteeing a lifetime of
easy money, women, and fame. They said that Robert
Johnson must have waited by the crossroads and
gotten his quitar fine-tuned."

Johnson's mysterious relationship with the devil is
unique but fascinating folklore and mystery.






Other Music of the
Period(s) Cont

Folk Music- Woody Guthrie Huddie
Ledbetter
Musical Movies- Wizard of Oz
Pop Performers- Shirlie Temple







Hellhound On My Trail

"I got to keep moving, | got to keep moving
Blues falling down like hail, blues falling down like hail

Mmm, blues falling down like hail, blues falling down like hail
And the day keeps on remindin' me, there's a hellhound on my trail”

The most well known, and most memorable fact about Robert Johnson
was that he sold his soul to the devil at a crossroads, this set of lines is
excluding his fear of the devil being constantly following him. Using the

devil in his songs is very powerful.













Cross Road Blues

| went to the crossroad, fell down on my knees
| went to the crossroad, fell down on my knees
Asked the Lord above "Have mercy, now save poor Bob, if you please”

Perpetuating the belief that he got his skill
at guitar from Satan at the Crossroads,
Cross Road Blues is about begging for holy
forgiveness after selling his soul. The song
follows a 12-Bar blues format in five verses.




Robert Johnson's Role
In Music History

Robert Johnson pioneered Delta Blues, but more importantly he
developed a widely believed persona, which would become a
necessary evil for all subsequent popular musicians. His lyrics also
break the mold of what a popular song should be about. His songs
criticize his own actions, and show that he is a person filled with regret
for his own behaviors. He isn't concerned with young love, he's
concerned with the damnation that he and those who believe his
mythos find inevitable for him.
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